
 
 

Eliza Burns, Principal 
                                             Grace Farrar Cole Elementary School  

February 5, 2021 
 

   COLE MINERS’ DIG 

Principal’s Notes 
Cole School students rocked this week! Our kindergarten students learned all about Puxatawney Phil and               
Groundhog Day through stories and hands on shadow activities. First graders have been reading short vowel                
words with blends as well as words with the magic e! Second graders have been playing many math games to                    
practice adding and subtracting within 20. Third graders have been exploring their Force and Motion unit with                 
push and pull. Fourth graders finished up reading Shiloh during their class read alouds and finished up their                  
explorer projects. Fifth graders have been learning how to identify fractions on a number line and how to convert                   
mixed numbers and improper fractions!  Wow, that’s a lot of learning! 
 
The Tanglewood Marionettes performances on Wednesday were very well received. So many students came in               
on Thursday and shared how much they loved the shows! Thanks again to our PTO for sponsoring this event! If                    
you would like to watch them again, the links are open until February 10th.  

Hansel and Gretel: https://vimeo.com/449422065/53c848e48e 
 
Perseus and Medusa: https://vimeo.com/426697744/cc6eff241c 

 
Next Wednesday, our students will see a live performance from Ms. Money and the Coins. This performance will                  
help to build a beginning understanding of financial literacy and teach our students about saving, sharing, and                 
spending their money. All students must access this Zoom meet through their own Schoology page in the                 
Additional Remote Wednesday folder. If your child is using a school issued iPad, please add the Zoom app                  
through self service.  Mr. Tinker is available to assist if any family requires support with this task. 
Times for Performances Kindergarten and Grade 1 - 12:45-1:30 

Grades 2-3 - 1:40-2:25  
Grades 4-5 -  2:30-3:15  

 
Thank you to all of our families for providing support and encouragement to our students while they took the                   
Fastbridge screeners from home. This allowed us to use our in person learning time for teaching and learning and                   
streamlined the screening process in just a one half hour block of time for about 470 students. Well done, Cole                    
School! 
 
We celebrated our awesome school counselor, Mrs. Walsh, and our awesome school psychologist, Dr. Ciolkosz,               
this week for School Counselor Appreciation Week. Each of them received a lovely succulent plant and lots of                  
kind words of appreciation from staff and students alike. 

https://vimeo.com/449422065/53c848e48e
https://vimeo.com/426697744/cc6eff241c


 

 
 
Spirit Day Alert - On Friday, February 12th, please help your child to participate in our Great Outdoors Spirit Day.                    
Students can come to school wearing their favorite outdoor gear like camouflage, hiking gear, fishing gear (no                 
hooks), or anything else that they wear to enjoy the Great Outdoors! 
 
This resource has recently been shared again by the MA DESE. HandholdMA.org is a user-friendly website for                 
Massachusetts families who are worried about their children’s mental health. A 30-minute recorded webinar is also                
available and shows key features and how to use the website to locate mental health resources for children in                   
Massachusetts. HandholdMA.org is designed to help families figure if their child’s behavior is something to worry                
about and if so, what next steps can they take. 
 
If there are any technology issues with Schoology, Google Meets, or borrowed devices, please email 
tech.support@norwellschools.org for support.  Teachers are teaching during the AM and PM session and are 
unavailable to troubleshoot technology issues during those times, but our technology team is there to assist. 
 
As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider 
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 
 
Norwell Food Services  
February’s Lunch Menu: here 
 
Nurse’s Notes 
The CDC continues to endorse quarantine for 14 days and recognizes that any quarantine shorter than 14 days 
balances reduced burden against a small possibility of spreading the virus. 

The Board of Health and Norwell Public Schools has shortened the quarantine for Close Contacts of a Positive 
individual from 14 days to 10, with the caveat that Parents should monitor their children for COVID-19 symptoms 
closely on days 11 through 14. This allows students to return to class on day 11. 

If there is a Positive Individual in a household, spread of COVID-19 is much more likely. Isolation from the positive 
person is imperative and Close Contacts do not start quarantine until they are completely separated (separate 
room at all times, separate bathroom, and no shared meals). This can be very difficult, if not impossible for some 
households. In that case, the close contacts do not start quarantine until the positive individual is no longer 
contagious, 10 days after symptom onset or test collection, whichever came first. For many families this is the 
case. 

Please call with any questions. There are many variables in each case. I can go through them with you as 
needed. 

We will get through this, one day at a time. 
 
Have a restful, healthy weekend. 
 
Beth MacDougall RN (781)659-8823 prompt #3 elisabeth.macdougall@norwellschools.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=94926a29e0&e=0ffc4f7889
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Counselors’ Corner 
Thank you to everyone who donated snowpants! They are very much appreciated by our students on snowy days 
when they head outside for recess or mask breaks.  
 
Virtual yoga classes with Mrs. Walsh continue on Mondays at 11 am and 2 pm (except holidays). Email 
anne.walsh@norwellschools.org if you need the log-in information. 
 

 
 
Virtual SEL (social-emotional learning) lessons continue on Monday. All students in grades 1-5 
are expected and kindergartners are also welcome to join! 
**Please note- for safety, only students logged into their Norwell Google accounts will be 
let into the meeting.** I suggest making sure that all other accounts are logged off on their 
device, then have your child sign into their Norwell Google account, and finally have them log 
into Schoology. You can always email tech.support@norwellschools.org for help! 

 
 
All students are enrolled in a course on Schoology, titled “SEL K-2” or “SEL Grade 3-5” (see below), where they 
should get the live lesson link each week.  
SEL Class Schedule: 

 
Resource of the Week - Random Acts of Kindness Week is 2/14-2/20, and Student Government also led 
decorating kindness hearts for the hallways. Try this “wrinkled heart” activity about choosing our words carefully.  
 
Student Government News 
We just had to share a few of the kindness hearts! They are beautiful and are lining our hallways to inspire us!  

 
PTO News 

We understand that these are trying times and as a result, have decreased our Student Dues 
Campaign from $60 per student to $30 per student.  Please contribute what your means allow.  For 
some, this may be the previous year’s Dues of $60, and for others, this could be the need to forgo 
dues this year.  Either way, we truly appreciate your consideration.  For those able to contribute, you 
can send to school cash or check made payable to Cole PTO or pay via Venmo @Cole School-PTO. 
If you are paying via Venmo, please note your student's name(s) in the "What's It for?" space.  
 

Grades K-2 AM students Mondays from 1- 1:30 pm  

Grades K-2 PM students Mondays 9- 9:30 am 

Grades 3-5 AM students Mondays 2:35- 3:05 pm 

Grades 3-5 PM students Mondays 10- 10:30 am 

mailto:tech.support@norwellschools.org
https://www.centervention.com/wrinkled-heart-activity/


 

 
 
 
Community News    
Believe it or not, softball season is right around the corner.  There is still time to register your daughter for the 
2020 Spring Season. Please visit our website at www.norwellgirlssoftball.com and follow the link to our registration 
page.  
  
The registration fee is $175 for grades 3-8.  If you register before March 15th there is a $25 discount applied when 
you check out.  The fee for K-2 is $75 with no early registration discount.  Additionally, a $50 discount will be 
automatically applied for the third or fourth child registered in the grade 3-8 divisions. Registration will be closing 
on March 25th - as we will need to establish teams and provide the roster information to the league. Once the 
season starts, expect two games per week and one practice in terms of time commitment.  
We appreciate your continued support and hope to see you in the spring. 
  
Brendan Murphy 
Norwell Girls Softball • P.O. Box 5182 • Norwell, MA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Norwell Public Library 
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